
“Y

Gardn

You have bet
a

Ch

M

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013

ner Award

ettered our liv
and we are gr

 
2009 

arles (“Blacke
Elmer Ri

 
2010 

Patty Loo
 

2011 
Dwight D
Gerry Mil

 
2012 

Margo and Bu
Kathy and Jef

 

Joe Co
3 Gardner Awa

d Recipien

ives with you
grateful.” 

 
y”) Lemley 
ich 

 
man 

 
Diller 

lnes 

 
utch Neal 
ff Fedan 

e 
ard Recipient 

nts 

ur music, 

M

 

35th Ga

Celebra

Memories

ardner Winte
1979 ‒ 

ating Years o
 

February 23
 

s from G
of the 

 
 

 

 

er Music Fest
 2013 
of Music and 

-24, 2013 

Gardner F
 Past 

tival 

 Fun 

Festivals 

 

 



 One
friend S
complai
without
could sw
realized
musicia
Music F
 The 
Februar
room he
called in
crowded
raging o
that the
followin
it grew. 
that Slo
 But 
Margare
musicia
year of t
the loca
South M
 On N
renowne
that he 
October
Smithso
a CBS r
sorely m
Festival
his deat
 Dete
had alw
commit

In the da

e dreary winter 
Sloan Staggs fro
ining to each ot
t the festivals an
wap tunes and j
d that they coul
ns that they kn

Festival was bor
 first winter mu

ry 1979 at Mari
eld the perform
n his inimitable
d into the boile
outside, the eve
e festival was m
ng year. Sadly, S
 The joy of the 

oan had died th
 there was no st
et spent each C
ns and dancers 
the festival, Wo

al recreation boa
Middle School w
November 10, 
ed as a square d
played, designe
r 1977 he perfo
onian's Festival 
radio broadcast 
missed by all tho
, renamed the W
th, is one of his 
ermined to keep

ways hosted the 
ttee until her de

ark of winter, a

afternoon in 19
om Romney, W
ther (again) abo
nd other gather
jam with other 
d change that f

new. In that exc
rn. 
usic festival was
illa Center. The

mances and the s
e style. Musician
r room. Despite
nt was a huge s

moved to the Mo
Sloan Staggs di
 third year's fes

he very day of th
topping a good 

Christmas person
 in West Virgin
orley obtained t
ard, and the fes
where it remain
1992, Worley G
dance caller and
ed, and built alo
ormed as a featu
 of American Fo
 about mountai
ose who knew h
Worley Gardne
 best legacies. 
p the festival al
 festival with he
eath on Decemb

an idea is born

978, Worley Ga
WV found thems

out how dull wi
rings of summer
 musicians. And
for themselves a
cited moment, t

s held the last w
e charming but 
square dance th
ns looking for s
e the near blizz
success. Such a 
organtown Arts
id not live to se
tival was dimm
he festival. 
 thing. Worley 
nally writing in
nia and beyond
the sponsorship
stival, still grow
ns. 
Gardner died. W
d for the hamm
ong with his bro
ured musician a
olklife. He was 
in music in 198
him. The Winte
er Winter Musi

live, Margaret G
er husband, led
ber 29, 2000.  A

n… 

ardner and his 
selves 
inter was 
r where they 
d suddenly they
and all the 
the Winter 

weekend of 
 small main 
hat Worley 
space to jam 
zard conditions 
 success, in fact
 Center the 
e the festival as

med by the news

and his wife 
nvitations to 
. For the sixth 
p of BOPARC, 

wing, moved to 

Worley was 
mered dulcimers

other Asel. In 
at the 
 also featured in
85. Worley was
er Music 
c Festival after 

Gardner, who 
d the festival 
After Worley's 

y 

 
t, 

s 
s 

 

n 
 

 

death,
the fes
festiva
as man
area. A
Winte
 Th
for the
traditi
look fo
be so! 
 

 

, she was helped
stival lives on a
al is attended by
ny appreciative
After Margaret's
er Music Festiva
here are many o
eir contribution
ional music aliv
orward to in th
 

d by a number 
and in fact cont
y over 300 mus

e listeners and m
s death the fest
al so as to inclu
of us who are de
n to keeping the
ve, and for givin
he deep, dreary 

 
 

Worley and 
Gardn

of local suppor
tinues to grow. E
sicians from sev
music lovers fro
tival was renam
ude Margaret in
eeply grateful to
e rich legacy of 
ng us all someth
days of Februar

 Margaret 
ner 

rters. As a result
Each year the 
veral states as w
om around the 

med the Gardner
n the name. 
o the Gardners 
 West Virginia'
hing wonderful 
ry.  May it alwa

t, 

well 

r 

 
s 
 to 
ays 



 
 Whe
memory

 I rem
Cain St
the even
musicia

Of cour
festival.
and man
student
Both Jim

M

en I think of th
y is the phone c

te
(o
th
so
th
H
fe
“

member a lot of
reet and Mrs. G
ning.  Worley h
ns throughout 

 O
at M
whe
that
beca
Mor
park
day 
min

rse, Worley wou
  We all went t
ny of the towns
s.  It was alway
m and I feel ver

“mou
 B
Wor
was 
how 
rest i

Memories from

he Gardner Win
call from Worle
elling me that t
old timers) get 
he winter.  He s
omething for th
he hard, cold w

He spoke of the 
estivals but he f
sinter Music fe
f planning and 
Gardner always 
had such great c
the state of WV
One of the earl

Marilla Recreati
en it snow storm
t no one could g
ause of the snow
rgantown.  So e
ked and played 
 long.  No one s

nd or notice the 
uld call a square
to them regularl
speople were th

ys his idea to pu
ry honored to h
untain musician
Being able to he
rley and his wife
a privilege.  Th
 we all met and
is history… 

Mary Walling

m the past 

nter Music Fest
ey, himself.  I re
the musicians 
cabin fever in 
said he needed 
hem to break up

winter months.  
 summer music
felt we needed 
stival.” 
meetings at the
 had a delicious
connections wit
V and neighbor
ier festivals 
on Center is 

med so bad 
go anywhere 
w in 
everyone 
 music all 
seemed to 
 snow storm.  
e dance at the e
ly on Saturday 

here mixed in [w
ut the two group
have met some o
ns.” 
elp 
e 
at’s 

d the 

gton 
 

tival my first 
emember him 

 
p 
 
c 
a  

eir home on 
s dessert to top
th many 
ring states. 

end of the 
 nights anyway 
with] WVU 
ps together.  
of the best 

 

 

teach 

 
 W
and ic

with h
playin
a brea
over to
didn’t 
and he
tune a
Worle

 W
won
lear
from
the 
my 
com
abou

apprentices all 

We used to travel
e.  Worley’s me

her business-like
ng his hammered
k from the ham
o play D tunes 
 like the way m
e told me so, in
and asked us to 
ey’s signature re

steady 

 Thi
festival
when e
get the
Good f

Worley was a 
nderful person. 
rned so many tu
m him.  He said
 tune, but don’t
 style.  The mel

mes first—don’t 
ut embellishing
 of Worley’s mu

l from Doddrid
emory is still w

 I rem
standing
foot of t
entering
festival. 
rememb
inside w

e pleasantry.  W
d dulcimer, pro

mmered dulcime
 with us.  I was 

my E string sque
n his non-threat
 play it again so
ed and white sh
 manner. 

A

is has always be
l—at the time o
everyone needs 
eir minds off wi
for beginners an

  I 
unes 
d, “Learn 
t learn 
lody 
 worry 
g.”  I 
usic. 

dge County thro
with us. 

member 
g outside at the 
the steps before
g the first winter
 And I 
er Margaret 

welcoming us 
Worley was 
obably Golden S
er, got his mand
 just learning fi
eaked on “Wait
tening way.  Bu
o he could learn
hirt and his whi

Annie Williams

een a nice little
of the year 
 something to 
inter time.  
nd old timers 

Patty Loom

ough snow, slee

Keith McMan

 
e 
r 

Slippers.  He to
dolin and came
iddle and he 
tin’ for Nancy,”
ut he liked the 
n it.  I remembe
ite hat, and his 

s 
 

e 

man 

et 

anus 
 

ook 
e 

” 

er 



 I cam
spring I 
Forestry
place in
Gardner

Wine, W
are no lo
will regu
 The 
watched
Worley 

alike. 
two pe
runnin
though
they a
and th
and M
over th

me to Morganto
 met Dick Kim
y.  Dick told me
n the late winter
r.  In the winte

Festi
Post 
many
musi
atten
1979
and M
Stagg

Wilson Douglas
onger with us.  
ularly attend wh
 festival is alwa
d it grow and ev
 Gardner Winte

Mus
origi
Mid
of ye
ever 
to th
Wor
and 
that 

 I don’t know a
eople who have
ng it for so man
h.  I think it is 

are only in it for
he fame!!!!  Tha

Margo for all you
he years. 

own in the fall 
mel, a doctoral
e about a tradit
r and organized
r of 1979 I atte
ival” in the old 
 Office building
y of West Virgi
icians over the y
nded every festi
9.  The list inclu
Margaret  Gard
gs, Russell Fluh
s, Lefty Schaffe
 There are man
ho are too num

ays a high point
volve from the “
er Music Festiv
sic Festival.”  Th
inal building to

ddle School afte
ears, where it h
 since.  It is ent
he dedication o
rley and Margar
 Butch and Mar
 we can enjoy t

about those 
e been 
ny years 
obvious that 
r the money 
anks Butch 
ur hard work 

of 1978 and th
l student in the 
tional music eve
d by local music
ended my first “
 Morgantown 
g.  I have met 
inia’s finest 
years, having 
ival since 
udes Worley 
dner, Sloan 
harty, Melvin 
r and Woody S

ny other great m
merous to name.
t of my musical 
“Winter Music

val” to the “Gar
he venue was m

o South 
r a couple 
as been 
tirely due 
f folks like 
ret Gardner  
rgo Neal 
this 

Mike Furbe

he following 
 Division of 
ent that took 
cian, Worley 
“Winter Music 

Simmons, who 
musicians who 
. 
 year and I hav
 Festival” to th

rdner Winter 
moved from the

ee 
 

 

ve 
e 

 

enoug
who w
GWM
opport

 Th

back in
dance 
called 
was pr
a Tues
my car
Winte

h!  The GWMF
was 1 year old w
MF he and other

tunities to get t

he Eddy family 

n the late 70s a
 band, he playe
 the dances.  An
regnant with m
sday.  And the n
r seat.” Rachel
er Festival.  She

wonde
event…
festiva
and fo
musici
We ca
never 
thank 

F has embraced
when I went to m
rs like the Eddy
to know the lum

 has a strong co
Rachel 
said: “M
parents
attende
Worley
Gardne
square 
dances 

and 80s at Mar
ed fiddle and gu
nd my mom wo

me.  So she danc
next Saturday I
l said her first p
e sang “June Ap

poin
Gard
is a w
chan
toge
jam,
“Eve
natu

erful 
…a 
al by 
r 
ians.  
n 

you 
d young musicia
my first).  As a 
y sisters have ha
minaries of We

onnection to W
 
My 
s 
ed 
y 
er’s 

 
rilla Park.  My d
uitar in the ban
ould dance the 
ced on a Saturd
I was back at W
performance eve
pple” when she 
nt of the 
dner Festival 
wintertime 
nce to get 
ether and 
,” Rachel said.  
eryone does it 
urally in the 

ans (like Tim, 
 result of the 
ad some rare 
st Virginia mus

Ray Hi

Worley Gardner. 

dad was in the 
d and Worley 
entire time she

day and had me 
Worley’s dance i
er was at the 
was only 4.  “T

 

sic. 
icks 

 
  

 
 on 
in 

The 



him wh
attende
days an
of Worl
dance, I
 It’s a
that cul

the swee
that tim
He just 
going up

sum
win
out

 
squ
Wo

en they met in 
d square dance
d said, “I was im
ley and what he
I’ll repeat what 
a great bridge t
lture going.  “I p

his o
really
calle
calls
alon

With
just 

etest people.  T
me of the year b
 wanted to see s
p there. 

My 
Wor
good
was 
gent
won
mus
his b

mmer, but this 
ntertime opport
t and play.” 

Taylor Runner
uare dance calle
orley Gardner i
 the 1970s.  Ru
s Gardner calle
mpressed by th
e stood for.  Som
 I first heard fro
to bring people 
plan to keep do
original dances. 
y a unique squa

er.  He would do
 and have folks

ng with him.” 
Ta

h Worley, it wa
folks pickin’.  W

They melted me
ecause it was th
some of the sum

memories of 
rley are all 
d.  To me, he 
 a true 
tleman and a 
nderful 
ician.  I recall 
birthday party 

is the only 
tunity to get 

Eddy Family 
 

r, local 
er, said 
impressed 
unner 
d at Marilla Ce

he simplicity, th
metimes when 
om him.”  
together and ke

oing some of 
  He was 
are dance 
o singing 
s singing 

aylor Runner 
 

asn’t hero music
Worley and Ma
e every time.  W
he deadest time
mmer people.  I

enter  in those 
he authenticity 
I call a square 

eep that music,

c ever.  It was 
argaret were jus

Worley picked 
e of the year.  
I really loved 

Alan Freema

, 

t 

an 
 

me… 

I start
choice
severa

I've on
much 
family
promo

I atten

on
wh
him
Ma
cou
cak
thi
act

ed fiddling in t
e. After the Gar
al years, then fel

t
m
g
S
H
b
i

nly attended the
 old time music
y entertainment
ote the playing 

nded the Gardn

ne year at Maril
hen I was asked
m out on the fl
argaret and frie
uld surprise him
ke.  They knew
ink that my stu
tions were norm

the early 70's, a
rdner music fest
ll away, but now
the many 
musicians 
gathered at 
South Junior 
High have 
been a great 
inspiration. 

John Lozier 

e GWMF 3 tim
c & talent was a
t for a reasonab
of old time mu

ner Festival befo
music and 
people wer
Then, after
hours in th
perhaps, m
with Patty 
This music

lla Park, 
d to get 
oor so 
ends 
m with a 

w he’d 
upid 
mal for 

as a new West V
tival got started
w I'm back! Wo

mes but I was am
assembled in on
ble price & work
usic instruments

Clyde

ore learning how
 was struck with
re having in jam
r learning to pla
he dulcimer jam
more than 100 d

 Looman durin
c brings such ha

Bonnie Coll

Virginian by 
d, I was regular 
orley Gardner a

mazed that so 
ne place.  Great
kshops to teach
s.  
e R. “Buck” Ow

w to play old ti
h how much fu

ms in the hallwa
ay, I spent unto

m room, playing
different songs 
g a weekend.  
appiness! 

Jeff Fed

llins 
 

 for 
and 

 

t 
h & 

wens 
 

me 
n 

ays.  
old 
g, 

dan 



 


